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When the irregular fantastic and pernicious cults began to make their appearance we paid no attention to them. We thought they amounted to nothing and would soon dry up and shrivel away of themselves. When malicious attacks began to appear in the various quack publications we remained silent. We considered it infra dignitatem to pay attention to them, and we thought that the public would have no difficulty in seeing through their falsity and meretriciousness. Our long and patient inactivity has been due to the false idea that the truth will always triumph, and error is bound to die. Yes, eventually. But if error is allowed to grow and spread unhampered, while those who see the truth will not take the trouble to proclaim it and expose the error, then it can take centuries before the correctness of the truth and the falsity of the error will be perceived.
In this, as in every other line of human activity, prevention is immeasurably superior to cure, and the right way to fight is not to permit it to get a firm foothold. Error and superstition are hard things to uproot after they have attained the dignity of a universal belief.
It is time that the medical profession changed its tactics and assumed a wideawake, militant attitude.
It is time that we actively attack error wherever it shows its head. By reading papers before lay audiences, by participating in discussions, by writing to the newspapers, by refuting the false arguments ?f false prophets wherever they appear, we can do much towards destroying the influence of the quacks and the irregular cults. In short, we must throw off our exolusiveness, we must go out to the public and take it into our confidence.
The truth is with us?that we know; only we must not hide it under a bushel and expect that, its light will, without any effort on our part, penetrate into the darkest recesses of ignorance and quackery.
